
Missing unaccompanied migrant children represent one of the most worrying 
and more complex groups of missing children in Europe. They are often 
extremely vulnerable due to being on their own, and not having easy or equal 
access to information or services to protect them from harm. Of these children, 
those who do not apply for asylum have an added level of uncertainty and 
even less support. Once missing, these children are very hard to find. 

12.730 asylum applications were submitted by unaccompanied children in the 
EU in 2013. 1.095 of these applications were submitted by children younger 
than 14 years old. Many of these children have lost their homes and are 
escaping violence, poverty or disaster. Often beginning their journeys with 
parents or siblings, many children are in fact intentionally separated from family 
members and taken by child traffickers or smugglers. Other children leave their 
home purposely, fleeing a situation of abuse or exploitation. Some go missing 
from the reception centres in which they have been placed with a specific 
migration plan in mind, or run away from fear of being forced back to the 
situation they tried to escape from. Others fall victim to kidnapping, trafficking, 
sexual exploitation and economic exploitation, including forced donation of 
organs, prostitution, forced drug smuggling and begging. 

Real data on how many of these children go missing in Europe remains 
fragmented but an estimated figure is that up to half of the unaccompanied 
children placed in certain shelters in Europe go missing within 48 hours of being 
placed there. 

The exhibition “Losing myself” is an artistic interpretation of their stories and 
experiences. To learn more about Missing Children Europe, check out 
www.missingchildreneurope.eu.  

You can also support us by donating to BE41 3630 2576 0210, BIC: BBRUBEBB. 
A fiscal receipt will be sent to donors who live in Belgium, Luxemburg and France 
for donations of €40 and over. 
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An exhibition by Piazza dell'Arte, Missing Children Europe  
and the Minor-Ndako Centre 

http://www.missingchildreneurope.eu/


Losing myself is an exhibition with a mission. You’ll see eyes staring back at you 
and you’ll hear distorted voices but what surrounds you are the stories and 
experiences of some unaccompanied migrant children. 

Don’t look for a message that is pre-packaged, pre-cooked and ready to go. 
On the contrary, the art here is raw and open to interpretation. 

We hope to engage your senses both visually and through sound that may tell 
you many different stories from several angles. Let your eyes and ears do the 
work. Don't think about what you see and what you hear, but about how you 
perceive the things around you.  

The title ‘Losing myself’ is reminiscent of songs in which people felt lost, or out of 
place. These pop songs draw us in because they have a message that triggers 
emotions we can all identify with. The exhibition ‘Losing myself’, explicitly taps into 
these different ways one can feel lost. But to a certain degree it also measures 
the limits of our knowing of what it really means for a child to have to leave their 
home, their family and their ‘known’ and be plunged into a state of 
'inbetweeness'.  

In this exhibition three youngsters have attempted to open their world to you 
through creative expression via the mentorship of photographer Nathalie Hill 
and sound-artist Stijn Demeulenaere. If art is one of the most provocative ways to 
re-think the notion of identity and belonging in a global world, these children 
have definitely chosen an alternative path of defining themselves, of finding a 
space to dwell without being categorised, labeled or victimised.  

However, let us be clear, ‘Losing myself’ is in fact an unfinished memoir. The 
journey of these children like those of thousands of others who enter the EU 
unaccompanied are uncertain and vague. May this exhibition shine a light on 
the incomplete and unfinished stories of the many missing unaccompanied 
migrant children in Europe. 
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